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BOSTON SOCIETY OF NATURAL HISTORY, 


Berkeley Street, 


Boston, Mass., 


Jan. 1, 19Q^L. 


Dear Brewster, 

I enclose a formal note such as 
you request out perhaps not exactly In the way 
which you expected it to come. I thought it 
would be better to leave the matter of the ex¬ 
act provision for the preservation,etc.,open 
for us to talk over, beeaus.e we have a way of 
disposing of types that ?ie now have, and it 
would be better perhaps, if you liked, to do 
the same with Wilson's types, but we are pre¬ 
pared of course to do anything that you require 
and under the circumstances it seemed to me 
best simply to treat you as a donor whose gift 
was conditioned upon our taking such measures 
for the preservation of the birds as will meet 
with his approval. I hope you will be able 


with this and Mr.Eatchelder's addition to send 





an order to your man in Cambridge to deliver 
up the birds, and notify us that you have done 


so. I will then send an accredited person to 
Cambridge to get them, and stop,if possible, 
this storm of accusation. 



Dictated. 







^Ute <>s> n 
A* -i ^ 


BOSTON SOCIETY OF NATURAL HISTORY, 


Berkeley Street, 


Boston, Mass., cT Sill • X * 1 QQ9L • 



H 


V/illiam Brev/ster ,"Esq., 

Boar Sir, 

I thank you in the Society's 
name for your proposed gift of the fifteen 
birds supposed to be Wilson's types, and desire 
to add,in reply to your propositions for their 
preservation, that we agree to take measures 
for their storage and preservation which shall 
be approved by you, the approval to be consid¬ 
ered a necessary part of the donation. Mr. 
Batchelder, who is present and has seen this 
letter, agrees to make a settlement with you 
which shall be satisfactory to you. 


Yours respectfully 



Curator. 
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BOSTON SOCIETY OF NATURAL HISTORY, 


Berkeley Street, 

Boston, Mass., J On . 8 , 

$ 

My dear Brewster, 

I have lust received your two com¬ 
munications and feel that the matter cannot 
pass over without further acknowledgment. I 
feel deeply obliged to you for your remarkably 
generous conduct in this matter, and shall be 
only too glad if some day you give me the oppor¬ 
tunity to return the obligation. I entirely 
agree with you that the dismounting of the 
birds would perhaps more or less do away with 
the evidence of their being Wilson's types, and 
I shall be extremely careful not to do anything 
with them which you do not first approve of. I 
shall take your letter os a guide with regard 
to what to do. You may rest assured that they 
shall not be dismounted or the present condi¬ 
tion interfered with until you have been noti- 





My c^ zxr (X , 
q/^> W 

fled. I shall send out Mr.Sornborger within: a 
few days to pack them up and trine them in. Mr. 
Sornborger has boon out to Maynard's and I have 
retained the refusal of all the collection now 
remaining in his hands. I have also taXen 
other measures to ascertain if there are any 
further types in this collection. 

Hoping that you will-recover your health, 
I remain. 

Yours very cordially. 



Dictated. 
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